DODDIE'S LIFE
STORIES

"MEMORIES ARE TIMELESS
TREASURES OF THE HEART"

THE GORDON CLAN




DODDIES'S DRIVING LICENSE

After leaving school for financial reasons, | started work at
the age of 15 as a window dresser. | worked for a Jewish
owner who had a furniture shop outside of Johannesburg,
in a very small town called Middleburg and we had to
dress the shop windows. The few street lamps were
switched off every night at 08.00 pm and only once a
month the local policeman would make his rounds.
Usually, at that time of night the streets were deserted,
apart from the local cats and dogs.

One night my boss, Mark Brower, said:" Doddie, go to the
van that is parked a few streets from here and bring me
the background for the display" (which we had prepared
in Johannesburg). | took the keys to his car and drove the
short distance. However, on the way, in my haste, | drove
through a red light. As luck would have it, | suddenly,
heard the sound of a motorbike's police siren behind me,
so | had to pull over and the policeman (on his once a
month rounds) confronted me!

"Show me your driving license", he demanded...of course,
| was under age of holding a license, so what was | to do?!
| didn't have anything to show, so all | said was:" sorry, sir,

but | left my license at home in Johannesburg". He then
asked:" what's your name?".

| immediately, replied without hesitation:" Norman
Gordon" (that's the name of my elder brother...). "O.K. Mr.
Gordon, you have 2 weeks to present your driving license
at your nearest Police Station".

When | returned to Johannesburg and after much laughter
between us, | asked my brother, Norman, to pay an urgent
visit to the local Police Station, and apologize profusely for
running a red light in Middleburg. | only hoped that he
would get off with only a small fine.

Doddie & brother Norman




THE STORY OF THE MACHAL NACHAL
VOLUNTEERS

In 1955, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser began to
import arms from the Soviet Block in order to build his
arsenal for the upcoming confrontation with Israel. From
August 31, 1955 Nasser began sending Arab terrorists
(Fedayeen) trained and equipped by Egyptian intelligence,
to engage in hostile action on the borders and to infiltrate
Israel committing acts of sabotage and murder. Due to
these actions the young state of Israel was threatened and
felt internationally isolated. As a result, Israel appealed to
World Jewry to show their strong support in the face of
these new dangers.

South African Jewry called on its youth to volunteer for
the IDF for a period of 18 months. For my friends and
myself this meant placing their lives in danger and also
putting on hold careers, studies and other plans. Early in
1956, Aubrey Hurwitz, secretary of the Zionist Youth
Council, approached the different Zionist Youth
Movements and requested that Aliya dates be brought
forward as part of a general effort to send volunteers to
the IDF in Israel.

Without fanfare, in March 1956, the first group assembled
leaving by plane to Israel. Two weeks later | was in the 2™
group of over 12 (including my very good friend Boetie
Shifrin) to join the IDF as volunteers.

The South African Zionist Federation in Israel (Telfed) took
overall responsibility for this project and Simi Weinstein
acted on behalf of Telfed acting as the "Father Figure" for
all the volunteers who kept arriving every few weeks.

The volunteers were absorbed by the Nachal Battalion of
the IDF and soon a large group of South Africans were at
Machane 80, the camp where most volunteers underwent
basic training. Towards the end of basic training, a few
volunteers contracted yellow jaundice and were
hospitalized. Soon an "Actions Committee" was set up in
South Africa to promote volunteering.

During the first years, Nachal training included bayonet
practice and parachute jumping courses.

On completion of basic training, the South African were
split into two groups for their kibbutz period of 3-4
months. My group (mainly from the Bnei Zion movement)
joined the Nachal platoon on Kibbutz Hasolelim in the
Lower Galilee, while the other (mainly from the Habonim



movement) proceeded to Kibbutz Kfar Blum, in the Hula
Valley.

During my advanced training at Biria ( a deserted Arab
village next to Tzfat), | was wounded in my thigh by a stray
bullet and evacuated to Poriya Hospital, where | was
operated on. Friends from my Platoon came to visit me
and after a few days | was released and returned to
normal duties .

On October 1956 Mivtza Kadesh (the Sanai campaign)
began. Our Nachal platoon at Hasolelim was transported
to the Sinai and took up positions opposite the Gaza strip
near Dir EI-Balach. We were engaged in rear guard actions
such as guarding UNWRA food depots, destroying enemy
installations etc.

For almost ten years, some 500 volunteers kept arriving
almost exclusively from South Africa Jewry and after
completion of their service, many decided to return,
making Israel their new home. (like myself...)

With the advent of the Six day War (5% June, 1967)

Jewish volunteers were enlisting from all over the

world. Arriving from Europe, North America and many
other countries. They were dispersed amongst kibbutzim
all other the country.

Since the year 2000, between 150 to 200 Jewish
volunteers arrive every year from countries all over the
world. They continue to be absorbed by the IDF in Garin
Tzabar groups. They have participated and excelled in
defending Israel over the past years.




GRAZING WITH THE SHEEP

One day on the Kibbutz, when | was taking our flock of 400
sheep out grazing, we crossed into the nearby olive grove,
which had hundreds of olive trees. Although | could still
see the kibbutz in the distance, it seemed quite far away
and as there was nobody around, | decided to take off all
my clothes and sun bathe in my birthday suit. (apart from
my socks and my boots, as the ground was full of stones). |
made a small bundle of my clothes and put them on a
branch of a tree. Meanwhile, the sheep were grazing and
slowly moving forward together so | moved together with
them.

Suddenly, | heard voices coming nearer. It appeared there
was a group of scouts on a nature trip and they were
walking through the olive grove. | panicked and quickly ran
to find the tree where | had left my bundle of clothes. In
desperation | ran quickly from tree to tree, but to no avail.
All the trees looked exactly the same but my bundle of
clothes was nowhere to be seen!

Meanwhile, the flock of sheep were moving and | still
couldn't find my clothes, but luckily somehow the group of
scouts had bypassed the grove. However, | was still stark
naked apart from my boots and socks!

What was | to do? It was already time to return home with
the sheep, as the workers were waiting to milk the sheep,
and they would be wondering why | was so late. What
should | do?

The sun was already setting, and somehow, | got the herd
of sheep to move nearer to the road, in the hope that
someone from the sheep pen would realize that we were
very late and send someone to check why. Why the
shepherd (that's me) and his herd of 400 sheep hadn't yet
returned to the milking parlor.

Suddenly a tractor arrived and | shouted out to the driver
"Have you got any clothes for me?". The driver thought it
was a huge joke and laughed so much he could hardly
answer me:" no clothes, but | have today's paper for you".
So that's what | used to partially cover myself and finally
returned home with all the sheep.

So, you can imagine, that evening in the Kibbutz dining
room, all the joking and laughter of the Chaverim. They all
heard the events of how | had lost my clothes, while out
grazing with the sheep and the scene of me arriving back
at the sheep pen with today's newspaper covering up my
private parts!!



DR. ERROL HOFFMAN

My brother, Keevan worked at the Plascon Paint Company
in South Africa. Mr. Rudner, the owner, asked him to come
to Israel for a year, together with his family, in order to
introduce colored paint to the local Tambour paint
company.

On one of Keevan's visits to us on the kibbutz, he told me
privately that his 12 years old son, Evian, had a nervous
twitch in his eyes and wondered if | could think of
anything to help solve the problem. So together we dealt
with the problem. My good friend Errol was a good-
looking young man (originally from Cape town) and our
suggestion was that he dresses up as a specialist doctor,
wearing a white doctor's coat and, of course, a
stethoscope hanging around his neck. Errol agreed to help
play the part, so all was set.

Keevan told Evian that there was a very eminent specialist
doctor visiting the Kibbutz from South Africa and he had
managed to get him an appointment that very day. Evian
agreed and all was set to put the plan into action! We
don't know the exact details of what took place in their
meeting or why it took over an hour. It remains a secret
until today...

After Keevan and Asna and their family returned to their
apartment in Haifa, Keevan asked Evian what had actually
transpired during the meeting. All Evian said was that the
doctor had told him to start playing table tennis, several
times a week, which could help with his eye twitching.

Many years later, Evian had married and moved to
Australia, after first qualifying as a brain specialist and
consultant. When | later attended Ricky's (my nephew)
wedding in South Africa and all the Cohen and Gordon
families were sitting around exchanging different family
stories, | related how and why | decided to make Aliya to
Israel and to live on the Kibbutz.

Evian was also there and Nessie (his aunt) asked him to
tell his story, so he told about his visit to his uncle on
Kibbutz Hasolelim, many years ago and his meeting with
the tall and charismatic doctor. He told us how they had
spoken at length about different subjects, which resulted
in Evian's ambition in later years to become a doctor
himself.

| did not have the heart to tell him the actual truth about
"That doctor!" until this day.



BUS DELAYED BY THE SHEEP

One evening Elsa had told me that the next day she was
due to participate in a study day in Haifa and that she
intended to catch the 8 o'clock early bus. It meant walking
down the long and winding old road, usually a 15-minute
walk to the old Hasolelim bus stop.

That morning | was out with the herd of sheep, who were
grazing on the opposite hill and | had a really good view of
the bend in the road, opposite the bus stop. According to
my watch, Elsa should have already reached the bend, in
order to be on time to catch the early morning bus.
However, instead | saw Elsa only at the top of the road
and looking to my left in the distance | could see the bus
already speeding along the way to the bus stop.

What could | do? Elsa, was definitely going to miss her
bus. | had to think very fast so immediately | called the
sheep to follow me toward the road, rrrrr...rrrrr....

Initially, a few moved and then the rest followed onto the
road, thereby, blocking the bus from continuing its'
journey. The bus driver made urgent gestures and | could
see him cursing at me to get the sheep off the road and |
made out that | was trying very hard to do this...however,
in actual fact, | was chasing them around in circles in order

to give Elsa more time to catch the bus, which she
eventually managed to do.

That evening, after Elsa had returned home, | asked her
how was her day. She said: "you know how lucky | was this
morning? the bus was a few minutes late, so | managed to
catch it, by the skin of my teeth!". However, luck had
nothing to do with it, as | later related to her, how the
sheep had actually saved her skin! She was very impressed
by my quick thinking and appreciated the sheep helping
her.




SHAI GETS ME INTO TROUBLE

The Kibbutz dining room in the '60's had certain dress
codes, which meant that men weren't allowed to come
without wearing a shirt, even if the weather was very hot,
no vests were allowed and, of course, not to come in
barefoot, sandals or shoes had to be worn...

One day | was sitting outside on the lawn in front of the
dining room, when Shai, who was around 13 years old at
the time, approached me barefoot and asked to borrow
my sandals for a few minutes as he'd arranged to meet a
friend in the dining room. | took off my sandals and gave
them to him, after he promised to be as quick as possible!

In those days there were no mobile phones, so seeing that
after an hour he still hadn't returned, | decided to go to
the dining room in order to retrieve my sandals and have
lunch. As luck would have it, as | entered the dining room,
the first person | met was a Kibbutz member known by his
nickname "Yumbo", who was a very big guy. He was
looking down at my bare feet and bellowed in his usual
gruff and loud voice for everyone sitting in the dining
room to hear :" MR. Gordon, from you of all people |
expected better — as you should know, one is not allowed
to come here barefoot! What example are you giving to

the Kibbutz youngsters?!" As you can imagine, | was very
embarrassed as lots of people were asking what all the
shouting was about! So, in my defense | stuttered about
my son, Shai, needing sandals etc. but "Yumbo" was
unimpressed-"Everyone has different excuses" said he...

The end of the story is that later Shai told me that after
meeting his friend they had gone directly to the swimming
pool and he had completely forgotten about returning my
sandals to me — come to think of it, | never did get my
sandals back!




RAISING SHEEP ON THE KIBBUTZ IN THE 60's

Raising sheep in Israel on the Kibbutz in the 60's was hard
work but very rewarding. The original sheep herd were
smuggled in by Bedouin shepherds at the Jordan border,
near Kibbutz Ein Herod. These were the Awasi breed of
sheep and known to be very hardy sheep that were used
to withstanding harsh desert conditions and had wide flat
tails. These sheep usually gave birth once a year,
depending on the grazing conditions.

When the South African Garin settled on Kibbutz
Hasolelim, | was placed to work in the Sheep branch,
managed by a veteran kibbutznik, Moshe Sidi. A typical
day of work in the sheep pen would be: wake up early and
by 4. o'clock in the morning the shepherds assembled, all
of us wearing blue cotton work clothes and high gum
boots, ready for the 15 milking of the day. Groups of 12
sheep were herded into sheep pens, side by side. We sat
on long benches with buckets under each sheep, which
were emptied into nearby milk cans. 2-3 buckets of milk
filled up one milk can.

Twice a week our refrigerated cans of milk would be
collected and transported to Kibbutz Tel Yosef. In addition
to the milk from another 120 other Kibbutz sheep herds in

the area. All the milk would then undergo pasteurization
and be made into cheese, ready to be marketed by Tnuva.

After a couple of years of experience, | was appointed
Head of the Sheep Branch, as Moshe Sidi decided to
become a full time Ulpan Teacher to the Shnat Sherut
groups. | also learnt how to become a "midwife" during
the birthing season of the lambs. Hussian, our Bedouin
shepherd, who had much experience in his field, often,
accompanied me over the first few years until | became
more accomplished at this task, which during difficult
births, often, included, actually, putting my whole arm
into the sheep's uterus and helping to pull out the lamb or
lambs.

After a few years a new breed of sheep was developed in
Israel, combining the Israeli Awasi sheep with a
Dutch/German sheep. This cross breed of sheep was
named Asaf. An artificial insemination center was
established in the Hasolelim sheep branch and several
other kibbutzim helped with this innovative venture.

The British Mandate kept records showing statistics
showing that the annual average milk production was only
around 80 liters per sheep, and the average number of
lambs was one lamb annually. (for the Awasi breed).



The cross bred sheep were very successful and the milk
production vastly improved reaching up to 450 liters
annually. In addition, the processed sheep food was now
brought directly to the sheep pens, which eliminated the
work of taking the sheep out every day to the pastures.
Very soon the lambing season was now twice a year, every
8 months instead of every 12 and the birth of triplets was
now very common. Automatic milking machines were also
installed to deal with the improved larger milk production.

Kibbutz Hasolelim and myself were very proud to be part
of this success story. Getting up early to milk the sheep,
being a "midwife" and being part of a close team of co-
workers, most of whom remained lifelong friends, was an
unforgettable experience that | will treasure all my life.

Doddie shearing."
Amir and Elisheva "
looking on.




IT ALL STARTED ON ONE WEEKEND AT OCTOBER
1973...

The King David High School in Johannesburg had a project
of sending its pupils at the age of 15 to study for a couple
of months in Israel. Fanny and Robert's son, Alan, was
participating in this project, and was staying at that time in
the Meir Shfeya School near Zichron Yaacov. Alan,
occasionally, came to visit us on his free weekends and
also on this particular Yom Kippur weekend...Alan was
sitting in an armchair in our Kibbutz house reading a
magazine and remarking that not much happens in sleepy
Kibbutz Hasolelim on a Yom Kippur afternoon...he had
hardly finished this sentence when a special
announcement came over our radio. We heard our Prime
Minister, Golda Meir, speaking to the nation: " Egyptian
Troops have crossed the Sinai Desert into Israel", she
announced, "and therefore, Israel has declared war on

Egypt!".

| straight away banged on the common wall between us
and our neighbors, Amira and George. George came
running and | shouted that we must sound the kibbutz
siren. Looking at Alan, | said "you see, things are not
always so quiet in sleepy Hasolelim!"

Alan had dropped the magazine he had been reading and
looked out to see all hustle and bustle, everyone running
to and fro trying to get the shelters ready.

During that afternoon an army truck drove into the
Kibbutz and several reserve Kibbutz youngsters were seen
piling into the truck, with their mothers and girlfriends
sending them off with quickly made up parcels of
essentials. After quick hugs off they went, as time was of
the essence.

At that time, | was in charge of the Kibbutz Security (Home
Security Officer) and had great responsibility for ensuring
that everything related to the kibbutz shelters would be
ready to use. So, the main task at hand was to prepare the
four shelters, situated in different parts of the kibbutz, to
be cleaned, stocked with water and essential food rations.
Especially taking into account that the kibbutz children
might have to spend prolonged periods in them.

| also instructed some of the Chaverim to set up a rota of
extra 24 hour round the clock guard duty, not more than 6
hours per person.

Alan couldn't tear himself away from the busy scenes,
both inside our house and in the kibbutz yard. He saw



youngsters knocking at our door wanting to know how

they could help and everyone was busy.
y P y y Israeli tank guarding the entrance to Kibbutz Hasolelim

| don't think he will ever forget that memorable (and Yom KipRUC ey

tragic for many families) weekend on Kibbutz Hasolelim in
1973.




LEIBIE — MY GOOD FRIEND

My friend Leibie Gefenavitch (Gefen), and | were the same
age, both born in 1935, and both lived in Mayfair,
Johannesburg. We both joined the Zionist youth
movement Habonim at the age of 10 years old. His eldest
sister, Leah, was our Madricha (our leader). We were
issued with khaki movement shirts and met every Sunday
afternoon at the Mayfair synagogue. At one meeting Leah
said we're changing movements to Bnei Zion and our khaki
shirts were exchanged for light blue shirts. We now
belonged to the Bnei Zion Zionist movement. (later it was
merged with Habonim...)

For the next 16 years Leibie and myself were closely
involved in the Bnei Zion movement, whether as
Madrichim, participating in the Machon, or Shlichim
(overseas Zionist representatives for South Africa) and
both coming on Machal (overseas volunteers to the IDF) to
Israel in 1956. In 1961 | married Elsa and a couple of years
later Leibie got married to Marion. Most of our children
were of similar ages and they all grew up together on the
kibbutz, so our families were always in close contact and
often on Shabbat or on weekends our two families would
all pile into one of the Kibbutz transit vans and visit the Eli
Avivi beach, near Achziv.

Amongst Leibie's many tasks on Hasolelim, was being in
charge of all the agricultural branches on the kibbutz. He
would daily patrol and check all the cotton fields, to make
sure all was in order.

One day after the morning milking had finished and the
herd of 300 sheep were on their way to their usual grazing
pasture, the herd had to pass a newly planted cotton field.
Some of the sheep wandered onto the field and were busy
sampling a few rows of the young plants. That was next to
the path that Leibie, usually, passed on his daily patrol and
surely would notice the damage done by the herd! | didn't
know what to do...All hell would break loose, as Leibie was
apt to be very hot headed, like the color of his hair...

| urgently called out to my friend Fiaz, who looked after
our cattle, and who was also very familiar with Leibie's
renowned temper. After putting our heads together, we
decided to uprooted 4 rows of young plants from the
middle of the field, where they would not be visible and
hopefully would be missed by Leibie's sharp eyes. We then
replanted them in place of the plants the sheep had eaten.
We had to work very quickly, as Leibie could be passing
any minute and catch us in the act... but luckily, with a lot
of effort and sweat we managed to complete the task just
in time. As the two of us were walking up the hill, we saw



Leibie's jeep coming towards us. We smiled and,
innocently, waved him on. That evening in the dining
room after Leibie greeted us warmly, I, finally, breathed a
sigh of relief!




A DOOR CLOSES FOR ME

The sheep branch needed more workers in order to be
profitable and the kibbutz members didn't want to work
in this branch. It had years when it had lost money. All
these factors led to the closing of the sheep branch in
1976. This was a blow to me after having worked in the
sheep for about 20 years.

This was the only time | considered leaving the
kibbutz...that bad!

Rutie Pagey was in charge of the studying committee and
she called me into her office. "Doddie," she began..."you
now have two options. The first option is for you to
remain in your room and feel sorry for yourself. The
second option is to go and learn something new. The
kibbutz will pay for your studies but you will still have to
work a full day". And that's how | decided to start a new
career. | began to study graphic design which also
included photography and packaging design. 3 times a
week | attended external evening classes at the Technion
in Haifa and during the day | worked in Linero, the kibbutz
factory.

When | was 15 years old, | worked as a designer and
window dresser in Johannesburg, South Africa so | had
some artistic experience. | was now 40 years old and | was
ready to embark on a new venture.

| was the oldest pupil in the class but this did not deter
me.

After | qualified at the Technion, Dr. Arlet Cohen (our very
good friend) asked me to come and work with her at
Milozan, the large conglomerate food processing factory,
run by the kibbutz movement. Most of their products
were exported to the USA. | also helped the in-house
photographer. Soon | was designing more for affiliated
companies like Off Haemek and Pri Haemek as art
director which included photographing, packaging design
and in some cases producing printed brochures. Even
Tnuva turned to me to design many of their products. At
this time kibbutz Hasolelim voted to privatize the kibbutz
and it was then that, together with Moshe Alfandari, we
established our own graphic art studio near my house.
Moshe's uncle gave us a Mackintosh computer to use.



After some time, Moshe left the studio and | was left on
my own.

In 1985 the army asked me to design a badge for the IDF
Liaison Unit in the Golan Heights, and in 1988 | was
awarded a special prize by Arik Sharon, then Minister of

Commerce, for a series packaging design for Off Haemek.

To this day | continue designing and photographing for
the kibbutz, family and friends.

For me the saying "When one door closes, another one
opens" is a life changer...

Doddie in
grafix studio



THANKS

These stories are for all my wonderful family, but most importantly, for my grandchildren, as most of the stories took
place before they were born.

| really hope they will laugh out loud when reading them!

Of course, special thanks to my daughters, Ayala, who translated my stories from English to Hebrew and together with
Merav, actively encouraged me to write them down and my sons, Shai and Eran, who were the source of many of the
hilarious incidents related.

Much appreciation to Elsa, who gave me constant support and assistance for this project.
| would also like to thank Julie for helping.

If you're reading these stories, then you're obviously part of the "Gordon Clan" and hope you'll enjoy sharing some of my
great memories.

Your loving Abba / Saba

(a.k.a Doddie Gordon) August 2020
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My Dad, Doddie Gordon, was born in 1935 in Memel, South Africa
to a poor family of 5 children. In those days they didn't have
electricity or running water. At the age of 15 he left school and
went to work. When he was 21 after he served in the South African
Navy he came to Israel, joined the IDF, fell in love with Elsa and the
kibbutz, where together they raised their family. After managing
the Kibbutz Sheep Branch for over 20 years, Dad developed a
second career as a graphic artist on Kibbutz Hasolelim, where he
still lives until today.

He was born optimistic and always sees the bright side of life, so
you can imagine how my childhood passed, as he always spoke
(and still does) in a positive attitude. Imagine the strength it gives
you as a child, being in such an atmosphere. My Dad is humble and
always tries to understand people. When | asked him what he
hoped to achieve in leaving his country and coming here, to the
desert in 1956, he said that his dream was to leave behind all the
antisemitic in S.A. His hope was to find a place where his children
could grow up free and be real "Sabres"...

Needless to say, he achieved his goals. He remains to this day a
supporting and guiding father and grandfather and he's most
famous of telling true stories (with a tiny extra splash of spice).

| feel very lucky and proud to have him as my Dad.

Ayala



